Learning-disabled adolescents recoding skills following repeated communication failure.
Communication effectiveness of 15 learning-disabled and 15 control adolescent boys was compared, employing a referential task entailing repeated communication failure. The task required one to four verbal descriptions of eight abstract drawings to a pseudoconfederate listener. Transcribed descriptions were presented to two groups of 10 judges for matching to the proper drawing. One group of judges was provided with each description as an independent item while the second group was presented descriptions as part of a sequential set. Both subject groups achieved higher effectiveness when the judges received the descriptions as ordered sets. The learning-disabled boys provided less effective messages than their nondisabled peers. Egocentricity in the learning-disabled adolescents' descriptions was identified.